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MAJ. PIERRE CHARLES L'ENFANT, 
THE UNHONORED AND UNREWARDED ENGI- 
NEER, 



By 

James Dudley Morgan, M. D. 

[Read before the Society February 18th, 1895.] 



It is a lasting disgrace upon the American Congress 
and people that one like Pierre Charles L'Enfant, in 
whom we find so much to admire and to reward, who 
has done so much for America, its Capital and the 
American people, should have, in the early summer 
and autumn of his life, (but for the kind and substan- 
tial aid given him by Thomas Attwood Digges of War- 
burton, and later by Wm. Dudley Digges, of Green 
Hill, the grandfather of the w^riter, where he died 
June 14th, 1825), depended (Exhibit A) upon charity 
for the most ordinary necessities to sustain life. 

Pierre Charles L'Enfant was no beggar (Exhibit B) 
when he came to us from France in the early part of 
the year 1777. He was at that time a lieutenant in 
the French Provincial Service. In the autumn of that 
year he tendered his services as engineer in the Conti- 
nental Army. He was born in 1755, of good parent- 
age, and had relatives and friends of substantial means. 

His original commission of Captain of Engineers 
bears date of February 18, 1778. He fought through 

Note.— An authentic likeness of L'Enfant cannot be found.— Au- 
thor. 





o 










a 










m 










m 










z 






























I 






H 




F 






I 




r 






m 














_ 











O 






X 




I 






> 




F 






< 




z 




^ 


m 




> 




I 






2 












S 


o 


■0 

r 


Tl 




> 


■< 


Z 


5 




z 

3 




■n 


Z 

m 
o 

> 


m 

3J 




•jj 


> 
0) 

X 


z 




m 




a 


z 


r 







z 




H 


5 


I 




o 





o 


> 




m 


Z 


c 

H 


3) 

r 









H 


m 
(fi 




m 




Z 









m 






a 







r 
m 




m 






z 




CO 






■n 










> 




o 






z 











H 




c 










z 










-c 








































S 










o 










J, D, Morgan — Maj\ Pierre Charles L* Enfant, 119 

the Revolutionary War, shedding his blood for our 
cause on the battle-field at Savannah. He was a pris- 
oner under Sir Henry Clinton; j)aroled May, 1780^ 
by Major Stuart, Com. of Prisoners; exchanged, New 
York, January 17th, 1782. He was made Major of En- 
gineers May 2d, 1783. At the close of the Revolution 
we find his services constantly in demand, more espe- 
cially in the capacity of engineer and architect. A 
testimonial (Exhibit C) from the corporation of New 
York, dated 13th October, 1789, and signed by Jas. 
Duane, secretary, speaks of his distinguished merit 
and services. A most interesting letter is one (Ex- 
hibit D) dated 11th of June, 1789, from D. Humphreys, 
telling L'Enfant that "Mrs. Washington having post- 
poned an engagement for Saturday next is desirous 
of seeing the Federal Building." A little earlier in 
the same year is a letter dated May 24th, 1789, from 
Alexander Hamilton writing thus to L'Enfant about 
the design for the medal of the Cincinnati: (Exhibit E) 
"You will not forget, I hope the devices for the coins. 
As soon as your imagination shall have fixed upon any- 
thing, I shall be glad to know it." He was the archi- 
tect and builder of Robert Morris' house in Philadel- 
phia, and here I shall stop for a moment to refer to 
the many inaccuracies and unwarranted allusions^ 
which are made by most biographers of L'Enfant. The 
biography, though it may be brief, will most likely re- 
fer to him as the man who built the house of Robert 
Morris, which brought financial ruin to its owner; not 
seeking, perhaps not caring to know that L'Enfant did 
not reap the harvest; for in the writer's possession are 
(Exhibit F) uncancelled promissory notes of Robert 
Morris for large sums to L'Enfant. L'Enfant was also 
the engineer of Fort Mifflin, 1794, and later on of (Ex- 
hibit G) Fort Washington. In the fall of 1791 we find 
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him engaged in examining the quarries of Wigginton 
Island, Aquia, Va., for purpose of foundation stone 
for the Capitol of the United States, and on the 18th 
of November, 1791, he consummated a lease of these 
quarries from George Brent. He was appointed, July 
7, 1812 (Exhibit H) "Professor of the Art of Engineer- 
ing in the Military Academy of the United States." 
This appointment he did not accept, and wrote on 
the paper of notification, "unaccepted but not re- 
jected— P. C. L'Ent." 

What interests us most at this conversation^, are, 
first, documentary facts, and, second, written evidence 
tending to show what part L'Enfant took in laying out 
the City of Washington. The letters (Exhibit I) of 
Jefferson show very plainly of themselves that Presi- 
dent Washington had left the planning of the city in 
the hands of L'Enfant. Jefferson writes, "I am happy 
that the President has left the planning of the town in 
such good hands." Under date of August 18, 1791, 
Jefferson writes to L'Enfant: "A (Exhibit J) person 
applied to me the other day on the subject of engraving 
a map of the P'ederal territory. I observed to him that 
if yourself or Mr. EUicott chose to have this done, you 
would have the best right to it." L'Enfant under- 
scores the name, Mr. Elticott, and writes on the mar- 
gin of the paper in pencil, "what right could this man 
have thereto." On (Exhibit K) September 9th, 1791, 
the Commissioners direct Major L'Enfant to insert the 
soundings of the Western Branch in the map and also 
^^we expect Major Ellicott will furnish you with the 
'direction of a post-road, which we wished noticed in 
the map." In a (Exhibit L) letter of September 12, 
1791, from Andrew Ellicott to L'Enfant, he says that 
"Jefferson and Madison appeared much pleased both 
with the plan of the city and the country which it cov- 
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ers." Further on in his letter he says: "I expected 
some directions from them (Commissioners) respecting 
the different plans, where the lots should be laid off, 
but received none." EUicott finishes his letter, ^-I am, 
Dr. Sir, Your real friend." Tobias Lear writes Major 
L'Enf ant from Philadelphia, Oct. 6th, 1791, that he had 
called on Mr. Pigal about "the plate of copper for the 
engraving of the Federal city; * * * that he re- 
quests to have your large draft of the city ♦ ♦ ♦ 
I shall call upon him again in the morning and will 
press him, if it is possible to get some done from the 
draft which he has." ♦ ♦ ♦ The letter (Exhibit M) 
of Tobias Lear, October 12, 1791, to L'Enfant tells 
him, "I am desirous of obtaining a lot for myself in a 
pleasant and agreeable part of the city, provided the 
price does not exceed 500 dollars * « ♦ ; the 
water lots on the Eastern Branch appear from the 
draft (of the map) to be best for that purpose." A 
true copy ((Exhibit N) of a letter from L'Enfant to 
David Burns, December 21, 1791, says that "agreeable 
to his request the squares, on which he wished to erect 
his house will be marked; the squares marked in the 
map No. 171 will border on one of the diagonal avenues 
to the President's palace," ♦ ♦ ♦ Coming down 
to a later date are (Exhibit O) L'Enf ant's estimates of 
expenses for carrying on the work for 1792, as he had 
laid down in his draft; also (Exhibit P) observations 
explanatory of the plan. It may be interesting, in clos- 
ing my part of this short symposium on L'Enfant and 
Ellicott (for should time permit, the writer could pre- 
sent quite a voluminous communication, covering the 
time from L'Enfant's appointment as a captain in the 
Revolutionary army down to and including the de- 
clining days of his life, spent as a guest (Exhibit Q) 
of Wm. Dudley Digges at Green Hill, Prince George's 
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county, Md.), to read the testimonial (Exhibit R) to 
L-Enfant signed by all, except a few, of the original 
proprietors, and these few, as is well known, (Exhibit 
S) embarrassed and obstructed the project of laying 
out the streets of the city. 

The Commissioners (Wni. Johnson, Dr. Stuart and 
Daniel Carroll), under date of March 23d, 1794, writing 
to President Washington, say, ^^You may recollect that 
several things in the course of the quarrel with L'En- 
fant strongly pointed to a duplicity and ill-intentioned 
conduct of Ellicott." L'Enfant was handled rather 
shabbilj^ all around; his trunk with papers was pur- 
loined, (Exhibit T) his rough sketches and drafts of 
the city were withheld by his (Exhibit U) assistants 
(Ellicotts), and the very engraver (Exhibit V) whom 
Mr. Young, a publisher of a monthly magazine, had in- 
tended retaining to engrave the map for L'Enfant, was 
secured by other parties. 

Poor L'Enfant has been accused of so many wrong- 
doings, that one is surprised to find how many things 
he did which were good. 

He made every reasonable effort to continue at 
peace with the Commissioners. To his credit, and to 
our benefit, he fought to the last to have the Federal 
City laid out on grand, extensive and imposing lines. 
His appointment came from the President, and to the 
day of (Exhibit W) his ^^declining to serve further" 
if harassed and obstructed in his plans by the counter- 
orders of the Commissioners, he had the beauty and 
grandeur of the National Capital at heart and obedi- 
ence and veneration for the President. The letter to 
Jefferson (Exhibit X) shows with what earnestness, 
enthusiasm and pride he entered upon his work, March 
11, 1791; and his interest was never abated. He made 
every effort to expedite (Exhibits Y) the plan and en- 
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graving of the map of the city and showed his zeal 
and confidence in its future growth and importance by 
purchasing a lot (Exhibit Z) on October 18, 1791. The 
beautiful and touching letter of William Thornton (Ex- 
hibit XX) to Roberdeau, is re-echoed as sorrowfully to- 
day as over one hundred years ago: "I lament that a 
difference of opinion should have arisen between the 
late Commissioners and the ingenious Major L'Enfant. 
* * * I find that no compensation (Exhibit XXX) 
has yet been obtained by Major L'Enfant for the great 
exertion (letter torn) his genius and talents." ♦ ♦ ♦ 



EXHIBIT A. 



Inventory of the personal good« and chattels of Peter 
Charles L'Enfant, taken by Anthony Deans and John 
Dodson, appraisors, appointed by the Orphans' Court 
of the District of Columbia: 

Three watches (one silver and two gold) . . $30 

One compass 10 

One pocket do * 1 

One pocket do 1 

One lot of surveying instruments and 

books 2 

One lot of maps 1 

(Exhibits of J. D. Morgan's paper on L'Enfant.) 



EXHIBIT B. 

(Letter of Charles L'Enfant.) 

Extract from letter to Moses Young, Consul-General 
for the United States of America to Madrid: 
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"I; at the onset on that unfortunate business had 
fortune, friends and relations, who generously supplied 
all my wants — they are no more — all have perished 
and with them my fortune and friends. I was not then 
in the habit of keeping tavern company. I kept a 
liouse, servants and horses and was obliged to have 
carded all my wants in the (woods)? I moreover made 
frequent journeys to Phila. to consult with the Presi- 
dent on my business. * ♦ ♦ i merely mention the 
fact of the plunder of my oflfice, papers, etc. to make 
manifest the^ difficulty of proving how considerable 
were the quantity of detail plans of the grand project 
and how the correspondence on the subject was also 
lost. 

"At that time too the particular plan and copper 
plates by me prepared for engraving in the month of 
August '91 in Phila. had (by reason of the multiplicity 
of my other avocations at Washington) been unavoid- 
ably delayed and lodged in the best place of safety, 
into the hands of the President as is shown in docu- 
ments No. 1. But although thus protected a number 
(ff my drawing copies had been made therefrom with- 
out my knowledge, such as were seen in both houses of 
Congress hanging on the Walls in December '91. Oth- 
ers were sent to Europe, viz, to Portugal and even to 
Petersburg in Kussia. The CommiSiSioners by means of 
an agent at Phil, in a surreptitious way procured the 
aforesaid plan prepared for engraving as shown by doc- 
ument No. — , and having effected the engraving pre- 
vailed on the President himself to cause the publica- 
tion whereby having obtained the number of copies 
they wanted and becoming ultimately possessed of the 
copper plate they deemed themselves disengaged from 
the obligation of paying me the value of 10000 copies, 
which they had before in an affected manner requested 
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of me as the document No. — , which No. proves. ♦ ♦ * 
^*I found myself also deprived of considerable emolu- 
ments from the sale of the map of the city and not only 
my right to the exclusive privilege was rendered null, 
but the obliteration of my name from the title of the 
publication as the engraved plan itself will show, de- 
prived me of the reputation of having originated the 
plan of the established city, now the accepted seat of 
the United States government. * * *This surely 1 
cannot believe was either done or permitted to be done 
by the President Wn. and although the Oomns. have 
represented it so, I cannot imagine it possible that the 
President's remembrance of the difficulty and magni- 
tude of my labor and his former sense of my right to the 
exclusive privilege of publishing the map of the city 
(!Ould have become extinct, so very immediately as at 
the instant when the purpose for which he had hurried 
on the establishment of the city was so eminently as- 
sured by the indefatigability of my zeal and the liber- 
ality of my supplies of the greater part if not of the 
whole of the expense incurred. 



EXHIBIT C. 

(Letter from Jas. Duane, Sec, to Major L'Enfant.) 

New York Office of Mayoralty 13" Octr. 1789. 
Sir: 

It is with very great pleasure that I present to you 
the enclosed Testimonial of your distinguished merit 
and services; in behalf; and by the unanimous order of 
the Corporation. While the Hall exists it will exhibit 
a most respectable monument of your eminent Talents 
as well as of the munificence of the citizens. With my 
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best wishes for your happiness and prosperity, I have 
the Honor to be — with great esteem, 
Sir 

Your most obedient servant, 

Jas. Duane, Sec. 
Major L'Enfant. 



EXHIBIT D. 
(Letter from D. Humphreys to Major L'Enfant.) 

Sir: 

Mrs Washington having postponed an engagement 
she had for Saturday next; is desirous of seeing the 
Federal Building on that day. — I have; therefore; 
taken the liberty of informing you; and of inquiring 
the hour which will be most convenient; in all respects; 
for making the visit. 

I have the honor to be 
Sir 

Your most obedt. and 

Most humble servt. 

D. Humphreys. 
Thursday Morng 

11th June 1789. 
Major L'Enfant. 



EQHIBIT E. 
(Letter from Alexander Hamilton to Major L'Enfant.) 

May 24th 1791. 

My dear Sir: 

I received in due time your letter of the 8th of April; 
an early acknowledgment of which has been postponed 
by the hurry of business. 
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I thank you much for the full communication you 
have made me concerning the intended seat of Govern- 
ment, and will be obliged by a continuance of your ob- 
servations and such further information as the prog- 
ress of your operations may render interesting. 

You will not forget I hope the devices for the Coin. 
As soon as your imagination shall have fixed upon any- 
thing I shall be glad to know it. 
With very great regards, 

I remain always Yr. friend, 
& obed. Ser. 

A. Hamilton. 
Major L'Enfant. 



EXHIBIT F. 

(Copy of promissory note from Robert Morris to L'En- 
fant.) 

On demand I promise to transfer to Mr. L'Enfant or 

order. Twelve shares of the stock of the Bank of the 

United States for value Received. Philada. Octo. 22d. 

1794. 

RoBT. Morris. 

12 Shares. 



EXHIBIT G. 

(Directions to send certain materials to Fort Washing- 

ington to be delivered to Maj. L'Enfant, 

signed James Monroe.) 

On Monday 19th to be sent to Major L'Enfant Foi-t 
Washington. 
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50 men with 15 or 20 wheelbarrows — spades and 
pick axes and a number of good axes. Carts will be 
Avanted hereafter. 

Timber will also be wanted for the work and some 
carpenters and masons and about 20000 Brick, some 
rough stone and lime of which a note will be given by 
Major L'Enfant. 

Sept. 15th 1814 

Signed Jas. Monroe. 

Major Marsteller. 



EXHIBIT H 1. 

(Copy of appointment of Major L'Enfant to the pro- 
fessorship of the art of engineering in the Military 
Academy of the U. S.) 

War Department, July 7th, 1812. 
Sir 

YOU are hereby notified that you have been ap- 
pointed Professor of the Art of Engineering in the 
Military Academy of the United States 

On receipt of this letter you will please communi- 
cate to this department your acceptance or non-accep- 
tance of said appointment; and in case of acceptance 
remain for orders at your present place of residence. 
Eespectfully your obedient servant, 

W. EUSTIS. 
Peter Charles L'Enfant, 

P. A. E. Washington. 

(L'Enfant's comment) 

Unaccepted but not re- 
jected— P. C. L'Ent 
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EXHIBIT H 2. 

(Professor of Engineering, West Point.) 

17th July, 1812. 
Dear Sir: 

I have this moment reed, your letter. I have not 
time to give you an answer on the several subjects to 
which it relates. My earnest advice to you is to accept 
the appointment conferred on you by the govt. It will 
deprive you of no claim which you now have, and pro- 
vide you an honorable station, and support. Your 
creditors have no prospect in your present situation. 
This appointment may afford some hope. My wish 
therefore is that you accept it. You might write a 
letter to the secretary at war, and to the president, 
stating that more active service was desired, and en- 
ter into all the considerations which you think proper, 
but do not decline this appointment. 
With regard yours. 



Jas. Monroe. 



Major L'Enfant. 



EXHIBIT I. 

(Letter from Thos. Jefferson to Maj. L'Enfant. 

Philadelphia, Apr. 10. 1791. 
Sir: 

I am favored with your letter of the 4th inst. and 
in compliance with your request I have examined my 
papers and found the plans of Frankfort on the 
Mayne, Carlsruhe, Amsterdam, Strasberg, Paris, Or- 
leans, Bordeaux, Lyons, Montpelier, Marseilles, Turin 
and Milan, which I send in a roll by this post. They 
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are on a large and accurate scale. ♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
I am happy that the President has left the planning 
of the town in such good hands and have no doubt it 
will be done to general satisfaction. ♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
Your most obedt. humble servant, 

Th. Jefferson. 



EXHIBIT J. 

(Letter of Thomas Jefferson to Maj. L'Enfant.) 

Philadelphia, Aug. 18, 1791. 
Sir: 

The President has understood for some time past 
that you were coming on to Philadelphia and New 
York * ♦ ♦ ♦ * 

A person applied to me the other day on the subject 
of engraving a Map of the Federal territory. I ob- 
served to him that if yourself or il/r. ElHcot chose to 
have this done, you would have the best right to it. 

I am with much esteem— Sir 

Your very humble servant, 

Th. Jefferson. 
(L'Enf ant's comment:) 

"What right could this man have thereto." 



EXHIBIT K. 

(Letter from the Commissioners of the District of Co- 
lumbia to L'Enfant.) 

George Town 9 Septemr. 1791. 
Sir. 

We have agreed that the Federal District shall be 
called "The Territory of Columbia" and the Federal 
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City "The City of Washington" the Title of the Map 
will therefore be "A Map of the City of Washington in 
the Territory of Columbia." 

We have also agreed the streets be named alphabet- 
ically one way and numerically the other, the former 
divided into North and South Letters, the latter East 
and West Numbers from the Capitol. 

Major Ellicot with proper assistance will imme- 
diately take and soon furnish you with soundings of 
the Western Branch to be inserted in the Map; we ex- 
pect he will also furnish you with the Direction of a 
proposed post-road which we wish noticed in the map. 



EXHIBIT L. 

(Letter of Andrew Ellicott to Maj. L'Enfant.) 

Territory of Columbia, Sept. 12th, 1791. 
Dear Sir: 

Messrs Jefferson and Madison left this place on Fri- 
day last, they appeared well plea:sed with the plan of 
the City and the country which it covers. Tlie Com- 
missioners broke up last Saturday after sitting several 
days. ♦*♦♦♦♦! expected some directions 
from them respecting the different places w^here tJie 
lots should be laid off; but received none — on that 
head I am at a loss — * * * * * * * I hope you 
will be with us soon, our family all send their respects 
to you. 

I am Dr. Sir, 

Your real friend, 

Andw. Ellicott. 
Major L'Enfant. 
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EXHIBIT M. 

(Letter from Tobias Lear to Maj. L'Enfant.) 

Philadelphia, October 12th 1791. 
Dear Sir: 

Altho I know the present must be a very busy mo- 
ment for you; yet I have ventured to request the 
favor of you to purchase a few lots in the City of 
Washington at the approaching sale, if it can be done 
agreeably to the following terms. 

I am desirous of obtaining a lot for myself in a 
pleasant and agreeable part of the city, provided the 
price should not exceed five hundred dollars for the 
lot. The particular spot I must leave to your choice, 
for I am not enough acquainted with the ground to 
determine upon that. Some friends of mine of Massa- 
chusetts have applied to me to obtain for them some 
lots if it should be in my power to do it. * * * * 
The water lots on the Eastern Branch Northeast of 
the entrance of the canal appear from the draft, to be 
best for that purpose; but of this you will be better 
able to judge than I am. ♦ ♦ ♦ 
With great respect & esteem 
Dear Sir 
Your most obedt. serv. 
Tobias Lear. 
Maj. L'Enfant. 



EXHIBIT N. 

(Autograph copy of a letter of Maj. L'Enfant to David 

Burns.) 

George Town, december llnth, 1791. 
Dear Sir: 
Agreeable to your request of yesterday the Square 
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on which you desire to erect a house will be marked so 
as to enable you to proceed as conveniently and as im- 
mediately as you please in digging the foundation. 

This square marked, in the map 171 will border on 
one of the main diagonal avenues to the President's 
palace; it will have a front on part of the square to 
that palace and will also view on the grand park & on 
many of the principal improvements — so it will be 
worth your attention to have the house of a proper 
dimension of fronts and in every respect combine com- 
fortably with the plan of the intended improvements. 

« » * •*!- » « 

I have the honor to be dear Sir 

Your most humble & 

Obedt. servant 

P. C. L'Enfant. 
Mr. david burns, Esq. 



EXHIBIT O. 

Memoranda^ 

♦"Observations explanatory of the plan of the city 
by Major L'Enfant." 



EXHIBIT P. 

♦"Estimate of expense for men, provisions and ma- 
terials necessary for conducting the operations in the 
Federal City for 1792." 

*The originals of Exhibits O and P in full are in possession of 
James Dudley Morgan, M. D. 
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EXHIBIT Q 1. 

(L'Enfant invited to live with Wm. Dudley Uigges.) 

Green Hill, Febry. 4th, 1824. 
Dear Sir: 

I duly received j^our letter by George Gray and have 
to inform you that it would give me pleasure if you 
would come up and take your residence here. I have 
furnished George with what articles you may stand in 
need of at present; you will also be able to visit the 

' y house at your ease and as often as you may please 
in order to attend to your business before Congress. I 
wish you would have all the papers and whatever you 
may think of any value packed up, so that when you 
leave Warburton, there Avill be nothing of importance 
belonging to me left behind. I shall send my wagon 
down again in a few days and at that time will send 
you a horse to ride up. I will also write you again. 
George Gray will have a list of the principal articles 
to be brought up. You may rest assured. Dear Sir, 
that I have considered your situation and know that 
it has been an unpleasant one; if a hearty welcome 
to Greenhili will make it more pleasant, I can assure 
you have it from all my family. As to the Blacksmith, 
he is hired to Mr. Dj-ar. With compliments to my 
Aunt and John, I am ,Dear Sir, 

Your obt servt.. 
To Wm. D. Digges. 

Major L'Enfant, 

Warburton, 
Per George Gray. 
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EXHIBIT Q 2. 

(Letter from William Dudley Digges to Maj. L'Enfant 
at Warburton.) 

Dear Sir: 

I send you by Mr. Camden a mule which I hope you 
find acceptable — I wish you would send up by the 
wagon whatever you think, can be of any service to us 
here and what is not actually needed by my Aunt. 
I think you had better come up and take your quarters 
with me. Here you are welcome and your coming will 
give me great pleasure — any mode of conveyance that 
you will prefer you can be accommodated with. * * 

I am dear Sir, 

Your obt. servt, 

Wm. Dudley Digges. 
Green Hill, Md. 

March 15th, 1824. 



EXHIBIT E. 

(Testimonials to Maj. L'Enfant, Signed by all except 
two, of the Original Proprietors ) 

Georgetown 9 March 1792. 
Dear Sir: 

I believe every Proprietor of lands within the fed- 
eral City except two have signed the letter which 1 
have now the pleasure to enclose. They send their 
sentiments respecting your return, or rather respect- 
ing their wishes on that subject, through Mr. Walker 
to the President, by this nights Post. Copy whereof 
should you wish it, I can furnish you. The Proprie- 
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tors of land conceive they cannot give you suiflcient 
evidence of their sense of your services and exertions, 
in promoting the growth of the city; and they are 
anxiously solicitous for your return, expecting every 
advantage from your zeal and judgment. 
I am with esteem and regard, 

Dr. Sir, 
Your most obedt. Ser. 
Uriah Forrest. 

(Signatures and Extracts from Testimonials.) 

Georgetown 9 March 1792. 
Dear Sir: 

We find by communication from Philadelphia, that 
there is too much reason to apprehend that the city 
of Washington will lose the benefit of your future 
services — ^a circumstance which we lament extremely, 
not only from j'egard to our ov^n interests, which we 
believe no other man so well qualified to promote by 
promoting the public object, but from a sense of jus- 
tice to yourself— for we well know that your time and 
the whole powers of your mind have been for months 
entirely devoted to the arrangements in the city, which 
reflect so much honor on your taste and your judgment. 

We still hope that some mode of accommodation 
may be devised to admit of your return on principles 
not derogatory to your own feelings nor injurious to 
the city. The Commissioners we trust whatever mis^ 
understandings may have arisen, will be very much 
disposed (for they know and acknowledge your tal- 
ents) to leave you without control, in all those things 
in which you would wish to be uncontrolled. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

At all events accept this testimony of our sense of 
your merits and of the obligations we owe you as per- 

10 
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sons much interested in the city of Washington. 
With respect and esteem, we are Sir, 

Your most obedient servants, 
Egbert Peters, 
John Davidson, 
Sam Davidson, 
Jas. M. Lingan, 
Abraham Young, 
Ben Stoddert, 
Uriah Forrest, 
Wm. King, 
Wm. Prout, 
AvERTON Cam, 
George Walker, 
David Burnes, 
Elphaz Douglas. 



EXHIBIT S. 

(George Washington to Maj. L'Enfant.) 

Philadelphia Novr. 28th. 1791. 
Dear Sir: 

Your letter of the 21st instant came duly to hand, as 
did one of the same date from Mr. Carroll of Dudding- 
ton on the same subject. A copy of my answer to the 
latter is enclosed by which you will perceive I have 
proposed an accommodation. As a similar case can- 
not happen again (Mr. CarrolPs house having been 
begun before the Federal District was fixed iipon) no 
precedent will be established by yielding a little in 
the present instance; and it will always be found 
sound policy to conciliate the good will rather than 
provoke the enmity of any man where it can be ac- 
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complished without much difficulty, inconvenience or 
loss. Indeed the more harmoniously this or any other 
business is conducted the faster it will progress and 
the more satisfactory will it be, should Mr. Carroll 
adopt the first alternative mentioned in my letter to 
him — and there is no pressing cause for taking the 
building down this Winter, the materials will be lesft 
liable to injury by standing as they are and less apt 
to be stolen than if they should be taken down before 
the period should arrive for re-erection. 

As there is a suspension at present of the business 
which took Mr. EUicot's brother to Georgia there will 
be no occasion for his proceeding thither, until he shall 
receive further advice from me, or from the Depart- 
ment of War. But it is my earnest wish and desire 
that he would give every aid in his power to prepare 
for a large sale of lots in the Spring, agreeably to the 
sentiments which have been communicated to the 
Commissioners; — and it is moreover exceedingly to be 
wished that correct engravings of the city could be had 
and propertly disseminated (at least) throughout the 
United States before such sale. 

A great pressure of business at this time, prevents 
me from adding more than that I am with esteem and 

regard. 

Dear Sir, 

Your most obedt. Serv., 

Go. Washington. 



EXHIBIT T 1. 

(Affidavit of Major L'Enfant in regard to the loss of his 
papers, etc.) 

Peter Charles L'Enfant being duly sworn deposes 
and saith: That towards the latter end of December 
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1791 being then employed by the President of the 
United States in the affairs of the City of Washington, 
he went to Philadelphia in order to consult with the 
President relative to the business entrusted to him. 
That during his absence and without apprising him 
of it, the Commissioners of the District of Columbia 
dismissed the agent and workmen employed by this 
deponent, refused them their due pay: that this pro- 
ceeding was a breach of convention and stipulation 
with the Commissioners prior to his departure * * 
* * * * That immediately when the persons so 
employed were thus dismissed all the several papers, 
drawings, manuscripts, directions, everything relative 
to the projected work of the city at the time in the 
hands of the surveyors, or as was left at the several of- 
fices was seized upon and detained by the Commission- 
ers or their servants. The trunk and several boxes 
containing books also collections of very costly en- 
gravings m'odels of architecture, other plans of this 
deponent's own drawings for the Capitol and the Presi- 
dent houses, these and all matters which he had in 
reserve such as preparatory designs for the city canal, 
for bridges, market-houses, the great walk and gar- 
dens and number of other sketches of projects for en- 
terprise * ♦ ♦ * and vouchers for monies ex- 
pended by him in his surveys white acting under the 
order of the President, were carried away from the 
place of his abode as this deponent has been informed 
and verily believes to the store of Messrs Cabott & 
Green and afterwards from the said store to the house 
of a Mr. Davidson; that his said trunk and boxes 
having been broken open all his papers, vouchers, 
plans and instruments, etc. were taken away and he 
has never recovered any part of them excepting one 
of the proposed plan of the city of Washington which 
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he received from Mr. Davidson ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ that 
the articles lost were of great value to him besides the 
jeal cost and that including the traveling and other 
expenses to v/hich he was subjected in the discharge 
of his duty this deponent did expend of his own money 
eight thousand dollars at least exclusive of the monies 
with which himself and agent were chargeable at the 
time of the resignation of his employment. ♦ ♦ ♦ * 

P. Charles L'Enfant. 

Washington Feby. 8th, 1803. 
Personally appeared before me the subscriber one 
of the justices of the peace for the County of Washing- 
ton, District of Columbia, Peter Charles L'Enfant, and 
made oath on the Holy Evangels of the Almighty God 
that the foregoing statement is just and true to the 
best of his knowledge. 

William Thornton. 



EXHIBIT T 2. 

(Letter of Samuel Davidson to Major L'Enfant, sw^orn 
to before Thomas Corcoran.) 

Georgetown 16th January 1802. 
Major L'Enfant having lately called upon me for 
information and attestation respecting his property 
left in Georgetown at the time of his giving up the 
affairs of the city of Washington * * * * I do 
now solemnly declare to the best of my knowledge, 
memory and belief that some time in the year 1793, 
Mr Francis Cabott told me that he caused to be carried 
to the brick house belonging to Mr. Thomas Beall in 
this town then in the occupation of a certain Mr. 
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George Leigh as a Tavern, and where the said Cabott 
and myself then had a room and boarded; certain trunk 
or trunks, box or boxes, said to contain Major L'En- 
fant's books and papers. That no part of them was 
ever placed under my care, that I never saw them or 
any part of their contents except the first plan exhib- 
ited by Gen. Washington, of the city of Washington, 
which plan Cabott brought into my room and re- 
quested my care of it, and which plan I did about two 
or three years ago deliver into Major L'Enfant's own 
hand, equally as safe as when first left with me. That 
some time prior to this meeting with Major L'Enfant, I 
received a letter from him requesting me to forward 

to him by the Stage, his property so left by Mr. Cabott 
4^ * * # * * 

Sam Davidson. 



EXHIBITS T 3 AND U 3. 

Mr. Ellicott returns his compliments to Major L'En- 
fant — the Plan he requests is with a young gentleman 
who has undertaken to do the writing. 

Friday afternoon. 
Major L'Enfant. 



Copy of a Letter from Benja Ellicott, dated 

Georgetown, January 27th, 1794. 
To P. Ch. L'Enfant. 

Enclosed you will find a letter of mine directed to 
the Commissioners requesting a Map which I pro- 
cured of you in Jan. 7, 1792, it was taken away pri- 
vately or rather stolen from the person with whom I 
left it. The Commissioners now refuse giving it up 
alledging that it is their property and that you are 
owing them money. 
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However if you will either continue your claim or 
assign your right of it to me, I have no doubt but they 
will be defeated in a law Suit now depending on that 
account, I am, &c. 



EXHIBIT U 1. 

(Letter of James K. Dermott to Maj. L'Enfant.) 

Georgetown January 24, 1794. 
Sir: 

Conscious that a man of honor will never deny an 
injured person, that information which comes with- 
in his knowledge in order to assist him to wipe away 
calumnies which may reflect on his honor and reputa- 
tation; on this ground I direct your attention and 
answer to the following queries: First, did you in 
January 1792 deliver to W. Benjamin Ellicott in trust 
to be returned to you a manuscript plan of the city of 
Washington of the same construction as you intended 
to have laid off the city: if you have please to de- 
scribe it, what scale and if it was complete. Second, 
does that public appropriation deliniated on the en- 
graved plan of the city south of square No. 518 and on 
P. plan and which is intended for the Judiciary De- 
partment, accord with v/here you intended to have 
placed it. You'll excuse the liberty I as a stranger 
take with you when I inform you my character has 
been traduced by W. Andrew and Benjamin Ellicott, 
two characters perhaps experience has taught you to 
know. * * * 

Sir, Your obedient servant, 

James R. Dermott. 
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EXHIBITS U 2 AND V 1. 

(Autograph copy of a letter written by L'Enfant to 
Tobias Lear.) 

Pliila., February 17, 1792. 
My dear Sir: 

Apprehending there may be some misconstruction 
o£ my late conduct and views as they respect a delay 
which has happened in the execution of a map of the 
city upon a scale suited to engraving and being so well 
convinced that enemies are not wanting through envy 
or base design of any other nature falsely to repre- 
sent (more especially at this time) my every transac- 
tion as well as the motive by which I uniformly have 
been actuated, I take the liberty to address to you my 
ideas upon that subject which at a convenient season 
I request you will communicate to the President. I 
do this with more cheerfulness as it is the last letter I 
propose to write interfering in matters relative to the 
City until some system or arrangement is formed by 
the President whereby with certainty I may know in 
what manner in future the business is to be conducted. 

To obtain this map to which I allude as correct as 
possible I had some time previous to my leaving 
Georgetown requested Mr. Benjamin Ellicott should 
delineate on paper all the work which had been done 
in the city, which being accurately measured and per- 
manently laid down on the ground I intended to make 
the basis of the drawing of the remainder from the 
original plan, and upon a reduced scale for engraving 
—this was accordingly done; but though I will not 
say that it was intentionally withheld from me, not 
having had it in my possession, prevented me imme- 
diately on my arrival here to have the reduced draw- 
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ing begun according to my intention and promise to 
the President. 

These circumstances and the difficulty of meeting 
immediately with a good draughtsman and an en- 
graver to undertake the work forced a delay, but a 
desire to comply with the President's wish in obtain- 
ing as soon as possible that engraving, finally deter- 
mined me to request the assistance of Mr. Benjamin 
Ellicott, who though not professional in drawing I 
conceived to be the most proper person to prepare the 
work in that part, more especially which himself and 
Mr. Eoberdeau had with accuracy laid down upon the 
ground — the more to facilitate this I gave him the 
sketch which you had taken from the former under- 
taker of the plate, begging him to finish as much as he 
could in pencil' only without the assistance of a large 
map which I had at that time in use, and by which we 
together would correct and compleat the whole — I 
daily attended the progress of the business in all its 
stages until Mr. Andrew Ellicott gave me to under- 
stand that he was ordered by Mr. Jefferson to attend 
himself to that business in consequence of which he 
liad already agreed with an engraver, this determined 
me to concern myself no more about it being confident 
that the meaning of Mr. Jefferson's order to Mr. Elli- 
cott could not be to publish the plan without my 
knowledge or concurrence, and convinced that it 
would not be completely finished without recourse to 
the large map in my possession.* I conceived it would 
be but proper to wait until I was called upon by him to 
review and correct the whole — In this manner passed 
some days, in the mean time, having had an applica- 
tion from Mr. Young, publisher of the monthly maga- 
zine for a plan of the city upon a reduced scale to 
place in the n^xt number which indeed I had given 
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liim reason to expect, I directed him to apply to Mr. 
Andrew Ellicott, who upon the application refused 
his assistance, Mr. Young informing me that his en- 
graver would soon be engaged for Mr. Ellicott on the 
plate for the city, induced me to go to his house and 
see how far the draft was advanced. This draft to my 
great surprise I found in the state in which it now is 
most unmercifully spoiled and altered from the orig- 
inal plan to a degree indeed evidently tending to dis- 
grace me and ridicule the very undertaking — inclined 
as I am to persuade myself this could not be the in- 
tention, and strange as it may appear that a gentle- 
man to whom in every instance I have conducted my- 
self with the greatest candour, and in whom I always 
have confided as a friend should, harbour a de- 
sign so inconsistent, as to endeavour. to destroy the 
reputation of one whose contempt for the little ma- 
chinations of envy, has left him unguarded against 
the treachery of false friends — was it necessary it 
would not be here out of place to relate circumstances 
which in various periods when Mr. Ellicott engaged 
in the execution of the plan, led me to fear ill conse- 
quences might arise from an apparent desire to sug- 
gest ideas of his own, gradually to deviate from the 
original plan, which would tend to destroy that har- 
mony and combination of the different parts with the 
whole, to effect Vv^hich had been the chief object of my 
labour and concern — w^hither this inclination to orig- 
inate, or improve upon my plan, can be attributed to 
inattention to the difficulties to be encountered in en- 
deavoring to correct errors, which such innovasion 
would necessarily create, or whither drawn by the 
allurement of party who are unconcerned in the com- 
plete success of the plan, to their interest. Certain it 
is that he has been induced to hazard opinions, and to 
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engage himself more forward to effect objects, which 
besides the impossibility to accomplish, he ought the 
less to have done, being not willing to reflect upon the 
conduct of Mr. EUicott, nor of any individual farther 
than a simple relation of facts, from which conjec- 
tures may be formed in vindication of my real motives, 
which are none other than those arising from an anx- 
ious concern for the interest of the establishment. I 
shall close this by requesting you for a moment to 
think of the consequences that must result from offer- 
ing to the publick an erroneous map — laying aside 
these delicate feelings so difficult for me to express in 
points where reputation and honour are most evidently 
concerned^to all this I should be more indifferent did 
I not with regret foresee the gratification to two or 
three individuals, that would result from so imprudent 
a measure, who desire no better foundation for conten- 
tion and clamour than the publick appearance of a 
plan deviating in any degree from that by which the 
operations in the city have been governed. — I have 
the honor to be. 

Your obedt. servant, 

P. C. L'Enfant. 

P. S.— I this day sent to Mr. Andrew Ellicott for the 
plan together with other drafts necessary for me to re- 
dress the error notwithstanding his proceeding I was 
inclined to do to accellerate the engraving. But his 
having declined sending me that draft set it out of my 
power still to effect the object to my wishes and deter- 
mined me immediately to address to you the foregoing. 

Note.— "But by the manuscript stolen they got all that was 
wanted.'* 
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EXHIBIT V 2. 

(L'Enfant-s written statement about engraving the 

map.) 

At that time too the particular plan & copperplates 
by me prepared for engraving in the month of Aug, 91 
in Phila. had (by reason of the multiplicity of my 
other avocations at Washington) been unavoidably de- 
layed & lodged as in the best place of safely, into the 
hands of the Prest. But altho thus protected a num- 
ber of drawing copies had been made therefrom with- 
out my knowledge, such as were seen in both houses 
of congress hanging on the walls in Dec. 91; others 
were sent to Europe, viz, to Portugal and even to Pe- 
tersburg in Russia. The comrs also by means of an 
agent at Phila in a surreptitious way procured the 
aforesaid plan prepared for engraving. 



EXHIBIT W 1.) 

(See L'Enfant's note at bottom of this letter of Jeffer- 

son.) 

Philadelphia, Feb. 22, 1792. 
Sir: 

The advance of the season begins to require that the 
plans for the buildings and other public works at the 
Federal city, should be in readiness, & the persons en- 
gaged who are to carry them into execution, the cir- 
cumstances which have lately happened have pro- 
duced an uncertainty whether you may be disposed to 
continue your services there. I am charged by the 
President to say that your continuance would be de- 
sirable to him; & at the same time to add that the law 
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requires it should be in subordination to the Commis- 
sioners. They will of course receive your propositions, 
decide on the plans to be pursued from time to time, & 
submit them to the President to be approved or dis- 
approved, & when returned with his approbation, the 
Commissioners will put into your hands the execution 
of such parts as shall be arranged with you, & will 
doubtless see from time to time that these objects, & 
no others, are pursued. It is not pretended to stipulate 
here however the mode in which they shall carry on 
the execution. They alone can do that, & their discre- 
tion, good sense & zeal are a sufficient security that 
those whom they employ will have as little cause to 
be dissatisfied with the manner as thematter of their 
orders. To this, it would be injustice to them not to 
add, as a motive the more in this particular instance, 
the desire they have ever manifested to conform to the 
judgment & wishes of the Pi^sident. The same dispo- 
sition will ensure an oblivion of whatever disagreeable 
may have arisen heretofore on a perfect understanding 
being established as to the relation to subsist in fu- 
ture between themselves & those they employ, in the 
conduct of the works. I must beg the favor of your 
answer whether you will continue your services on 
tlie footing expressed in this letter; and am with es- 
teem. Sir, 

Your most obedt. humble servt., 

Thos. Jefferson. 

Major L'Enfant. 

Note: 

''In the letter to the President the 14th of January, 
it will show I was not behind in measure to determine 
a speedy renewal of the work." L'Enfant. 
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EXHIBIT W 2. 

<L-Eufant declines to serve longer and ^^then is dis- 
charged.") 

Philadelphia, Feb. 27, 1792. 
Sir: 

From your letter received yesterday in answer to my 
last, and your declarations in conversation vrith Mr. 
Lear, it is understood that you absolutely decline act- 
ing under the authority of the present commissioners. 
If this understanding of your meaning be right, I am 
instructed by the President to inform you that not- 
withstanding the desire he has entertained to preserve 
your agency in the business, the condition upon which 
it is to be done is inadmissible, & your services must 
be at an end. 

I have the honor to be, sir. 

Your most obedt, humble servt. 

Thos. Jefferson. 
Majr. L'Enfant. 



EXHIBIT X. 

(L'Enfant's first letter from Georgetown to Secretary 
of State Thomas Jefferson.) 

Friday March 11 — 1791. 
Sir: 

I have the honor of informing you of my arrival at 
this place where I could not possibly reach before 
Wednesday last and very late in the evening after 
having travelled part of the way on foot and part on 
horse back leaving the broken stage behind. 

On arriving I made it my first care immediately to 
wait on the mayor of the town in conforming with the 
direction which you gave me — he appeared to be much 
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surprised and he assured me lie had received no pre- 
vious notice of my coming nor any instruction relat- 
ing to the business I was sent upon— however next day 
— ^yesterday morning— he made me a kind offer of his 
assistance in procuring for me three or four men to 
attend me in the surveying and this being the only 
thing I was in need of every matter has been sioon ar- 
ranged. I am only at present to regret that an heavy 
rain and thick mist which has been incessant ever since 
my arrival here has put an insuperable obstacle to my 
wish of proceeding immediately to the survey. Should 
the weather continue bad as there is every appearance 
it will I shall be much at a loss how to make a plan of 
the ground you have pointed out to me and have 
it ready for the President at the time when he is ex- 
pected at this place. I see no other way if by Monday 
next the weather does not change, but that of making 
a rough draft as accurat as may be obtain by viewing 
the ground in riding over it on horse back, as I have 
already done yesterday through the rain to obtain a 
knowledge of the whole. I put from the eastern 
branch towards Georgetown up the heights and down 
along side of the bank of the main river and along 
side of Goose and Rock Creeks as far up as their 
springs. 

As far as I was able to judge through a thick fog I 
passed on many spots which appeared to me realy 
beautiful and which seem to dispute with each other 
who command. In the most extensive prospect on 
the water the gradual rising of the ground from Car- 
rollborough toward the Ferry Road, the level and ex- 
tensive ground from there to the bank of the Poto- 
mack as far as Goose Creek present a situation most 
advantageous, to run streets and prolong them on 
grand and far distant point of view the water running 
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from spring at some distance into the creeks, appeared 
also to me possible to be conducted without much la- 
bour so as to form pounds for watering every part of 
that spot. The remainder part of the ground toward 
Georgetown is more broken — it may afford pleasant 
seats, but altho' the bank of the river between the 
two creeks can command as grand a prospect as any 
of the other spots it seems to be less commendable for 
the establishment of a city not only because the level 
surface it presents is but small but because the heights 
from behind Georgetown absolutely command the 
whole. 

No proof of the ground between the eastern branch 
and Georgetown can be say to be of a commanding 
nature, on the contrary it appear at first sight as being 
itself surrounded, however in advancing toward the 
eastern branch these heights seem to sink as the waves 
of a tempestuous sea and when considering the in- 
tended city on that grand scale on which it ought to 
be planed, it will appear that the only height which 
would unavoidably. 

In it a small town may easily be comprehended in 
the limit of such a one as is rendered by a proper man- 
agement in the appropriation of the building that may 
be thereon erected, a means of protection and of se- 
curity. 

Such the few remarks which I have been able to 
make in a journey when the badness of the weather 
much impeded my progress. I therefore hope for your 
indulgence in hazarding to communicate them to you. 
1 have the honor to be, 

Sir, With very great respect, 

P. C. L'Enfant. 
The Honorable Thomas Jefferson, 
Secretarv of State. 
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EXHIBIT XX. 

(L'Enfant mentioned as Chief of Engineers.) 

Sir: 

It may therefore be proper to make an application to 
Major L'Enfapt, & forward it, with his answer, to the 
Board, stating whether "the note of hand you have to 
Mr Francis Cabot, for £34,00.0 on account expressly of 
Major L'Enfant, then Engineer of the City,'' was by 
his order, or not; also copies of the papers "that 
show you were acting under written and positive orders 
from (him) the then chief Engineer''; if by his order, or 
according to his existing Engagement, I shall lay your 
claims before the Board, and am confident that Justice 
will be done to you. 

I find that no compensation has yet been by Major 
L'Enfant, for the great exertion genius and talents. 
The Board, I am convinced, will consider his claims 
with attention, for they admit he has done much. The 
offer made to him by our Predecessors, he thought in- 
adequate. I wish it could be known what he would 
consider as a compensation. I write now in my private 
capacity, seeking information for a future Day. 

I am. Sir, 

with respect, 

and good wishes, Yours, &c., 

William Thornton. 

City of Washington, 

June 20th, 1795. 
Mr. Roberdeau, 

No. 159 Arch Street, 

Philadelphia. 
11 
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EXHIBIT XXX. 
(Money due L'Enfant.) 

Superintendents OflSce, 
Washington, 14th February, 1803. 
Sir: 

I had the honor, late on Saturday Evening, of re- 
ceiving your letter of that day, requesting to know 
whether the Lot and five hundred Guineas, offered to 
P. C. L'Enfant by the late Commissioners of the City of 
Washington, for his Services to said City, are now 
ready for him in case he should incline to accept them. 

By the Act of Congress of last session, intituled '^An 
Act to abolish the Board of Commissioners of the City 
of Washington and for other purposes," the Superin- 
tendent is directed to pay into the Treasury of the 
United States all money received by him, after paying 
the Debts of the Commissioners contracted in their ca- 
pacity as such. If the lot and five hundred Guineas in 
question which were offered by the late Commissioners, 
and their successors also to Mr. L'Enfant, and by him 
rejected, in both instances, be now considered a-s with- 
in the definition of a Debt contracted by the Commis- 
sioners it will be paid by the Superintendent as soon 
as the funds of the City, (which are inadequate at 
present) will enable him to do so; but when that will 
be the case he cannot say with any certainty. If, how- 
ever, the Superintendent should be called on to make 
payment without the further expression of the will of 
Congress on the subject, he is not at present free from 
doubt as to his duty or authority under the Act of Con- 
gress before mentioned, and the circumstances con- 
nected with the case. 

With regard to Mr. L'Enfant's claim for money ad- 
vanced to Labourers, which have not been reimbursed, 
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1 am unable to speak with certainty, but I believe such 
a claim was never exhibited against the Commission- 
ers, certainly not to my knowledge — and if the claim 
be just I think it must have been his own fault that he 
did not receive payment long since with various other 
sums which appear to have been paid to him for ex- 
penses incurred on acct. of the City. 

I am at a loss to conceive of an occasion where it 
could have been necessary for Mr. L'Enfant to have ad- 
vanced money to the public Labourers. — At the time 
he was engaged in the affairs of the City the Commis- 
sioners had perhaps from one to two hundred yearly 
Labourers who were regularly paid by the proper Of- 
ficer of the City, and, with the Commissioners' appro- 
bation, were always subject to the commands of Mr. 
ly Enfant for the proper and necessary uses of the City. 
It may, however, be possible that in some of the cases 
of dispute and collision of authority which it appears 
arose between the Commissioners and Mr. L'Enfant he 
may have incurred expenses and advanced monies 
which the Commissioners may not have thought proper 
to sanction, and may have refused to reimburse. 

I have the honor to be. 
Very respectfully. 
Sir 
Your mo. Obt. Servt. 

Thomas Monroe. 

Honorable 

eTohn C. Smith, 

Chairman of the Committee of Claims, 

Congress. 

Note. ("Not a cent on such account." L'Enfant.) 
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EXHIBIT Y. 

(Draft of his Map in Philadelphia.) 

Philadelphia, October 6, 1791. 
Sir: 

By the post of today I had the pleasure to receive 
your letter of the 3d instant; and agreeably to your re- 
quest, I immediately called upon Mr. Pigal, who, to my 
great surprise & mortification, informed me that he 
had not been able to get the plate of copper for the 
engraving of the federal city, till two days ago, and, 
that, in consequence there»of, it would not be in his 
power to have a single plate struck off sooner than the 
last of this month. I pointed out to him, in the 
strongest manner, the great disappointment, and prob- 
able detriment which would be caused by his not hav- 
ing fulfilled his engagement. He appeared fully sen- 
sible of it, and expressed the utmost concern at it; but 
protested that it was not a fault of his; he said he has 
spared no pains to get a plate suitable for the busi- 
ness, and had been deceived in the time of having it 
prepared for him, altho' he had used every means in his 
power to get it in time. He put into my hands the en- 
closed letter for you, which he says is upon the sub- 
ject, and requesting to have your large draft of the 
City, as he does not think that which he has is suffi- 
ciently accurate. I shall call upon him again in the 
morning and will press him, if it is possible to get 
some done from the draft which he has — and in al- 
most any manner, before the sale, as I am sensible of 
the great inconvenience you will suffer by being disap- 
pointed. — Nothing in my power to have it effected 
shall be left undone. 
I am. Sir, 

With great respect & esteem. 
Your most Obdt. Servt., 

Tobias Lear. 
To Major P. C. L'Enfant. 
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EXHIBIT Z. 

(L'Enfant purchases a lot. Situated West side ITth St. 
I and K, N. W.) 

AT a public Sale of Lots in the City of Washington, 
Peter Charles L'Enfant of Georgetown, Maryland, be- 
came purchaser of Lot number thirty in sqnare number 
one hundred & twenty seven for the consideration of 
ninety-nine pounds Current Money of Maryland, on the 
terms and conditions published at the fame sale: And 
he hath accordingly paid one-fourth part of the said 
consideration money, and given Bond, with security, for 
the payment of the residue; on the payment whereof, 
with interest, according to the said Bond the said Pe- 
ter Charles L'Enfant — or his assigns will be entitled to 

a conveyance in fee. 

Wm. Johnson, 

D. D. Stuart, 

Danl. Carroll, 

Commrs. 

18th October, 1791. 

Square No. 127, Lot No. 30. 



